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Education 
 
Ph.D. in Law, 2013  
University of Washington School of Law, Seattle, Washington 
Dissertation:  Safeguarding the Ethical Conduct of Biomedical Research in Israel against Conflict of Interest  
Advisors: Prof. Anna Mastroianni, Prof. Veronica Taylor, Prof. Thomas Hazlet and Prof. Kelly Edwards  

L.L.M. in Intellectual Property and Law Policy, 2007 
University of Washington School of Law, Seattle, Washington 
Thesis:  Embryonic Stem Cells & Moral/Ethical Criteria on Patentability 
Advisor: Prof. Sean O’Connor  
 
L.L.B [Law Degree] with minor in Criminal Law, 1999 
Academic College of Law, Israel 
Magna cum laude 
 
Professional Experience 
 
Since 2019  Assistant Teaching Professor 
  Department of Middle Eastern Languages and Cultures, (former NELC) University of Washington 

Teaching elementary and intermediate Modern Hebrew language skills, including reading, 
writing, listening comprehension, and written and oral expression. Developed and integrated 
curriculum with different and innovative instructional approaches and techniques, such as 
online readings and questions, recordings for listening comprehension, and PowerPoint slides 
with emphasis of content being relevant to the students’ lives.  
 
Bioethics: Secular & Jewish Perspectives, Department of Middle Eastern Languages and Cultures 
University of Washington  
Developed and designed a new course. Teaching legal & ethical frameworks of contemporary 
biomedical and research practices from the perspectives of the secular and Jewish in Israel and 
the US, including issues relating to abortions, infertility treatments, clinical trials, and genetic 
engineering. This is also offered with diversity credit delving on contemporary health inequities 
associated with ethnicity and religion.      

 
2006 – 2018  Modern Hebrew Instructor (part time lecturer)  
  Department of Near Eastern Language and Civilization, University of Washington 

Teaching elementary Modern Hebrew language skills, including reading, writing, listening 
comprehension, and written and oral expression.  
 

2013 - 2017  IRB Member 
  Human Subject Division, University of Washington  
  Reviewing research application for ethical and regulatory compliance   
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2009 -  2016 Guest Lecturer 
Professional Master of Science Program in Biomedical Regulatory Affairs, University of 
Washington 
Teaching principles of medical ethics as well as analyzing the US and Israeli biomedical 
regulatory regimes  
 

2008  Teaching Assistant/Grader 
  Jackson School of International Studies, University of Washington 
  Co-teaching SIS150 (Israel: Dynamic Society & Global Flashpoint and Israel life) &,  
  Grader SISJE 490 (Life in Israel) 
 
2007  Research Assistant for the Intellectual Property Program  
  Intellectual Property Master Program, University of Washington School of Law 
  Conducted legal research and edited articles for the department’s     
  newsletter.  
 
1996-2002 Attorney 
  R. Levitan & Co., Tel Aviv, Israel  

Specialized in insurance litigation and managed claims for major foreign insurers operating in 
Israel. Specialized in all phases of insurance litigation practice in various areas including Bankers 
Blanket Bonds (BBB) policy, Directors and Officers Liability (D&O), and personal injury. Managed 
Claims for major foreign insurers including Lloyds, Swiss Re and A.I.G. Responsibility included: 
attending trials and mediations, advising on legal issues impacting claim resolution, setting claim 
reserves, and conducting negotiations with policyholders, claimants, and attorneys.  

 
Publication  
2021   Memorial Book of Mizocz (Mizoch, Ukraine) 1961  

Translated from Hebrew to English “The 17th of September 1939” chapter of a memorial book of 
personal reminiscences from Holocaust survivors commemorating Jewish life in the Ukrainian 
town, Mizoch.  
 

2022 Memorial Book of Mizocz (Mizoch, Ukraine) 1961  
Translated from Hebrew to English “The Beitar Movement and the Youth in Mizoch” chapter of a 
memorial book of personal reminiscences from Holocaust survivors commemorating Jewish life 
in the Ukrainian town, Mizoch.  
 

Departmental Service  
 
2023   Member of MELC’s communication committee, responsible for creating, producing, and editing 

students’ testimonials videos for the departmental newsletter and social media.   

2022    Member of the search committee for the Assistant Professor position for the Jewish Languages, 

Literatures and Cultures of the Eastern Mediterranean for NELC department.  

2021  Observed and wrote to assistant teaching professor Shahrzad Shams a peer review evaluation.  
 

Since 2013  Organized Hebrew conversation table at the UW.  
 



2020-2012 Participated in the planning committee for minor in NELC languages, including reviewing and 
developing a minor in Modern Hebrew.  

 

Awards  
 
2022  Received course development grant by Department of Near Eastern Language and Civilization, 

University of Washington.  
     
2022    Received course development grant by the Stroum Center for Jewish Studies of the Jackson 

School of International Studies, University of Washington.  

 
Public Talks   
 
2023 Jewish Perspectives on Abortion, Limmud Seattle 2023.  
 
2020  From the Nuremberg trials to the birth of modern bioethics, part of the Stroum Center for Jewish 

Studies weekly lecture series Lessons (Not) Learned from the Holocaust, Stroum Center for 
Jewish Studies UW.   

 

2019  Can patients refuse lifesaving treatment? A comparative review of secular, Jewish and Israeli 
Perspectives, Hillel organization at UW.  

 
2019   Medical Experimentation: Past, Present & Future, Stroum Center for Jewish Studies UW.   
 
2018   Abortion in the Jewish Perspective, Hillel organization at UW.  
 
2016   How Religion and Democracy Affect Women’s Rights in Israel, Hadassah Organization Seattle.   
 
2015   The Resurrection of the Hebrew Language, Congregation Beth Shalom Seattle.   

 
 
Professional Development  
 
2021   Conference on Medicine & Religion, remotely via zoom conference.  
 
2019  Seminar in Hebrew Pedagogy, University of Denver CO.   
 
2016   Conference on Medicine & Religion, Huston TX.  
 
Professional Membership 
National Association of Professors of Hebrew (NAPH) - 2017 
Israeli bar Association – 2000  
 
Courses Taught at UW 
 

• MODHEB 101/511, 102/512, 103/513 Elementary Modern Hebrew   



 

• MODHEB 201/521, 202/522, 203/523 Intermediate Modern Hebrew  
 

• MODHEB 105 Intensive Elementary Modern Hebrew  
 

• BH 339 A, JEW ST. 339 A, NEAR E 328 A Bioethics: Secular & Jewish Perspectives (3) 
 

• BH 497 B, JSIS C 489 A, PHIL 301, BH 597 Bioethics: Secular & Jewish Perspectives (5)  
 

• SIS 150, NEAR E 150 Israel: Dynamic Society & Global Flashpoint and Israel life   
 

• SIS JE 490 Life in Israel   
 

• BH 600 A Independent Study/research – Jewish bioethics  
 

• MODHEB 490 A Independent Study – Modern Hebrew  
 
 
Research Interests 
Second language acquisition, bioethics, intellectual property, insurance and reinsurance law, gender advocacy 
and multicultural conflicts.   
 
Languages 
English & Hebrew – fluent  
German – basic  


